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Welcome

The Sixth Form experience is probably the most important 
in your education and will determine the path you take in 
life. It should be the most enjoyable and fulfilling time of 
your school career.  We are delighted that many students 
from our own school and beyond find TCS the right centre 
to achieve their potential; the right place to be stretched 
in their learning, and the right place to balance a social life 
with a great choice of enrichment opportunities.

The decision about whether to continue with Post-16 
education and where to study is important.  At TCS6 we are 
aware that the choice made at this crucial age can open the 
right doors, create opportunities and build the confidence 
and skills to succeed and achieve later in life.   

Both academic and vocational excellence is at the heart of 
our provision at TCS6. We offer a wide range of courses 
delivered by experienced subject specialists with a proven 
track record in delivering a high-quality education for our 
young people. We offer a range of opportunities to broaden 
student horizons, to challenge them, and to encourage a 
contribution here and within the wider community. We are 
extremely proud that so many of our students are so active 
with various voluntary and fundraising activities. TCS has a 
purpose built Sixth Form Centre which provides facilities for 
private group and online studies as well as providing areas 
in which we can provide academic and pastoral support 
and guidance. Our curriculum is challenging and flexible 
with targeted intervention and support put in place. Close 
monitoring of progress, attendance and motivation together 
with regular reporting to parents help us to maximise the 
achievement of our students.

If you have an queries or would like to visit 
us prior to your application, please do not 
hesitate to contact us either at  
laura.milsom@teignmouthschool.co.uk  
or call us on 01626 774091. 

Laura Milsom
Director of Sixth Form
laura.milsom@teignmouthschool.co.uk

Becky Gibbs
Deputy Director of Sixth Form
becky.gibbs@teignmouthschool.co.uk

Tammie Best
Post-16 Learning Supervisor  
and Administrator
tammie.best@teignmouthschool.co.uk
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Many of our students continue with us from 
school but we also welcome students from other 
schools and colleges. We aim to help students 
achieve success as well as acquire the personal 
and professional skills that they will need in 
higher education, employment and for the rest of 
their lives.

Each year a significant number of our students 
progress into a range of higher educational 
providers, including the most prestigious 
universities. Our Level 2 vocational courses 
prepare student for work or further study and 
will include work experience. We are very proud 
of the academic results achieved by our students 
over recent years, and they are evidence of 
the hard work and dedication of our students, 
teachers and the support of parents.  

The Sixth Form team is led by Laura Milsom - Director of Sixth Form, and Becky 
Gibbs - Deputy Director of Sixth Form. We also have a Post-16 Learning Supervisor 
and Administrator - Tammie Best. A strong team of Sixth Form Academic mentors 
complement our team and see our students daily. 

Each student’s progress and well-being are tracked closely and we pride ourselves 
on offering a supportive and encouraging environment in which students can learn 
and develop. 

If you have any questions or would like to arrange a visit, we would love to hear 
from you.

What do Ofsted say?

“Sixth Form students 
particularly appreciate 
how adults listen to their 
feedback when planning 
sessions. This means that 
those in the Sixth Form 
benefit from a wide range 
of personal development 
opportunities.”

“Sixth Form students with 
additional needs are well 
supported to be successful 
in their chosen courses.”

“Sixth Form students have 
individual support to make 
applications for higher 
education, apprenticeships 
and employment.”
Ofsted November 2024
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Why choose TCS6 
by the sea?

It feels different to school.  
We are treated like grown-ups!”

“

TCS6…in a stunning location, with access 
to the beach and our seaside town of 
Teignmouth during free periods.  
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I’m glad I chose TCS6; it offers 
the course choices of a bigger 
college but with smaller class 
sizes and loads of support.”

“
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Whilst at Sixth Form I’ve 
been on two residential trips 
and made memories which 
will stay with me for life.”
Grace

“

Sixth Form
Life
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We have had so many social 
opportunities and trips 
since I joined Sixth Form. 
Highlights for me have 
included the Spring formal 
and our residential outdoor 
education trip to North 
Devon. Despite TCS6 being 
smaller than college, we 
have so many opportunities 
and I’m enjoying my time 
here. The ski trip to Italy 
was also amazing!”
Zach

“

Our courses in the Sixth 
Form are made more 
enjoyable by trips and 
workshops to support our 
learning. My friendship 
group really enjoyed the 
Criminology University 
taster workshop. Also the 
trip to Venice for Art and 
Photography students was 
a fantastic experience!”
Sophie

“
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Fabulous Facilities
Academic

Private study
Our Sixth Form Centre offers a  large age 
appropriate private study area that gives students 
space for independent study in a supervised 
learning environment. Resources such as text 
books are avaliable to support with course 
progression.

Group Study
As well as a supervised quiet study area the 
Sixth Form Centre has group study areas, which 
are perfect for completing group research tasks 
and collaborating.

ICT Facilities
We have 22 computers in our Sixth Form Centre, 
as well as laptops, which students can use at any 
time for their study. Laptops are also provided to 
take home for those in reciept of bursary support.

Stationery and printing
Students have access to free stationery and 
printing within our Sixth Form Centre..
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Social

Cafe6
Cafe 6 is open during break 1 and break 2 
exclusively for our Sixth Form students. There is 
always a selection of teas, coffees, sandwiches 
and cakes to purchase. The pool table and table 
football  provide a unique space separate from 
the lower school.

Wellbeing Room
Within the Sixth Form Centre there is a space that 
students can visit to attend meetings and receive 
guidance. The space is also used to support 
students with alternative exam access and study 
arrangements. Our Sixth Form Safeguarding 
Lead also supports with student welfare in a 
friendly and welcoming environment.

Sixth Form Centre Social 
Area and Kitchen space
Our Sixth Form Centre has a social space  
exclusively for Sixth Form students to relax and 
refresh. There is  access to our kitchen and  sofa 
area, which provides a place to have some down 
time between study.

Sixth Form is a supportive and comfortable 
environment that has good facilities and 
academic support. For me, staying was the 
best decision I’ve made.”

“
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Choosing a course

Students who choose TCS6 have the opportunity to create a 
successful path to their Post-16 studies; leading to securing a 
good job, perhaps an apprenticeship, or progression to college 
or university. There are many paths to success but we are 
confident that with our quality teaching and learning we can 
help our students succeed.  

Please see the table on the next page which outlines our course 
entry requirements.

Which course should I choose?  
•	 First make sure you are going to enjoy it.  Do you like this subject 

now?  Success in public examinations requires a great deal of 
work and you need to enjoy what you do.  

•	 Next, think about your future - which courses will help you with 
what you intend to do after Sixth Form?

•	 Thirdly, your achievement in Year 11 will determine the pathway 
most suited to you to ensure progress and progression.   
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Pathway Courses followed Entry requirements

Level 3: A Level 
Pathway

Students typically study 
three A Level subjects with 
the option to study the EPQ 
qualification in addition. 
Our Football Development 
Programme is also open to 
students around their study 
if desired.

Seven GCSEs to include at least four at Grade 
5 or above including English and Mathematics. 
Some courses require subject specific entry 
criteria, which are detailed on the individual 
courses.

Level 3: A Level or 
Practical/Vocational 
courses

Students will study the 
equivalent of three Level 3 
qualifications which may be 
A Level or Applied General 
Courses. Courses can be 
combined to suit the learner.

Seven GCSEs to include at least five at Grade 
4 or above including English and Mathematics. 
Some courses require subject specific entry 
criteria, which are detailed on the individual 
courses.

Level 3: Practical/
Vocational courses

Students will study the 
equivalent of three courses 
at Level 3. This can be a 
combination of double and 
single awards.

Five Grade 4s or above at GCSE or equivalent, 
at least Grade 4 in GCSE English and/or 
Mathematics.

Level 2: Courses with 
work experience

These courses are 
equivalent to GCSE Grade 4 
and are vocational. They can 
be a preparation for Level 3 
courses, apprenticeships or 
work.

An interest in the chosen course. All students 
who do not have a Grade 4 or above in GCSE 
English and/or Mathematics will study these 
subjects at an appropriate level.

The Sixth Form curriculum has been reviewed to provide 
relevant courses that meet the aspirations of pupils. 
This means that pupils and Sixth Form students are now 
increasingly better prepared for their next steps.”
Ofsted November 2024

“
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Entry Requirements

Level 2 Courses 3 GCSE Grades at a 2 or above.

Public Services Work Skills BTEC Certificate in Employability 
including 1 day a week work experience.

Esports Level 2 

Hairdressing (2-3 days based at E Hair Torquay) 

Level 3 BTEC Courses 5 GCSE Grade 4 or above. Minimum Grade 4 in GCSE English and/
or Mathematics.

Business & Enterprise Grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics.

Criminology Grade 5 in English, Mathematics and Science.

Engineering Grade 5 and above in Engineering/D&T and Grade 6 Mathematics.

Esports Grade 4 English Language.

Health & Social Care Grade 4 GCSE and Grade 5 in English.

Music Performance Music BTEC Level 2 at Merit or above or Music GCSE Grade 4  
and above.

Sport GCSE PE Grade 5 or Merit at BTEC First.

Travel & Tourism Grade 4 in English Language.
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Level 3 A Level Courses 5 GCSE Grade 4 or above. Minimum grade 4 in GCSE English and 
Mathematics.

 Art Art Grade 5 or above.

Biology Grade 6-6 in combined science or Grade 6 in Biology. 

Chemistry Grade 6-6 in combined science or Grade 6 in Chemistry.

Computer Science 5 GCSE’s Grade 4 and a Grade 5 or above in GCSE Mathematics.

Design Technology You will need at least Grade 6 in DT or a Merit grade in BTEC 
Engineering.

English Literature Grade 7 in GCSE English Language or English Literature.

Further Mathematics Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics. 

Geography Grade 6 in GCSE Geography.

History History Grade 5 GCSE.

Mathematics Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics.  

Photography
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Art/Photography.  If neither of these 
subjects have been studied at GCSE, a portfolio of work should  
be submitted.

Physics Grade 6-6 in combined science or Grade 6 in Physics. 

Psychology Grade 5 in GCSE English and Mathematics 

Sociology  Grade 5 in GCSE English and a Humanities subject.
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A Level
Courses 

I’m currently aiming to 
study Mathematics at a 
Russell Group University 
next year. I have been so 
well supported with the 
application process, and 
have been successful in 
securing an interview at 
Oxford.”

Ana - Year 13

“

Sixth Form students 
have individual support 

to make applications 
for Higher Education, 
apprenticeships and 

employment.”

Ofsted 2024

“

A Level Courses



Fine Art
AQA

Overview of the Course:
You will be introduced to a variety of experiences that 
explore a range of two-dimensional and/or three-
dimensional media, processes and techniques. You will 
have the opportunity to explore the use of drawing for 
different purposes, using a variety of methods and media 
on a variety of scales. You will be expected to use a 
sketchbook to underpin your work where appropriate. You 
should explore relevant images, artefacts and resources 
relating to a range of art, craft and design, from the past 
and from recent times, including European and non-
European examples. Your response to these examples 
must be shown through practical and critical activities that 
demonstrate your understanding of different styles, genres 
and traditions. 

What you will study:
You are required to work in one or more area(s) of fine art, 
such as those listed below. You may explore overlapping 
areas and combinations of areas: 

•	 drawing and painting; 
•	 mixed-media, including collage;
•	 sculpture; 
•	 ceramics; 
•	 installation; 
•	 printmaking; 
•	 moving image and photography.

This course will appeal to students who:
•	 have imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities.
•	 can demonstrate investigative, expressive skills, 

aesthetic understanding and critical judgement.
•	 are independent in developing, refining and 

communicating their own ideas, their own intentions 
and their own personal outcomes.

•	 show an interest in, enthusiasm for and enjoyment of 
art, craft, design and photography.

•	 enjoy the experience of working with a broad range of 
media.

•	 would like to gain experience of real-world contexts 
and links to the creative industries.

Career Pathways: 
Completing an A Level in Art can open many doors. Many 
of our students go on to complete a foundation course in 
higher education which can lead to advertising art director, 
illustrator, graphic designer, artist, architect, interior 
designer, art gallery creator, games designer and much 
more.

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

Component 1: Personal investigation

Assessed | No time limit | 96 marks | 60% of A Level

Component 2: Externally set assignment

Assessed | Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time 
96 marks | 40% of A Level.

The assessments will measure how students have achieved 
the following assessment objectives: 

AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused 
investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 

AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas as work develops. 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
connections between visual and other elements.

Entry Requirements:
You will need an Art grade 5 or above. If you have not 
studied Art or Photography at GCSE level then you must 
submit a portfolio of work for consideration.
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Biology
OCR

What do students say?
“Biology A Level is extremely interesting 
as it teaches the intricacies of the human 
body and plant functions. It is relevant to 
almost all university courses as it provides 
you with research techniques and a 
scientific approach to learning. I would 
definitely recommend the course.”

“I particularly enjoy the diverse content 
of the A Level Biology course, so much 
so that it has inspired me to pursue it at 
university.” 

A Level Biology is an exciting and rapidly developing 
subject with a central place in the future of our society. It is 
a fantastic course for anyone who is interested in the living 
world.

The course aims to give students an excellent knowledge 
and understanding of biological concepts and scientific 
processes and also provides opportunities to look at ethical 
and moral issues such as the challenges of maintaining 
biodiversity and sustainably managing the environment.

Overview of the Course:
The aim of this course is to encourage students to:

•	 develop their interest in and enthusiasm for Biology, 
including developing an interest in further study and 
careers in Biology;

•	 appreciate how society makes decisions about 
scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and society;

•	 develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of 
the skills, knowledge and understanding of How 
Science Works; and develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of different areas of biology and how 
they relate to each other.

What you will study:
You will build on what you learned at GCSE, studying a wide 
range of biological concepts and techniques, including:

•	 Development of practical skills in Biology

•	 Foundations in Biology

•	 Exchange and transport

•	 Biodiversity, evolution and disease

•	 Communication, homoeostasis and energy

•	 Genetics and ecosystems

Career Pathways: 
Biology A Level is a popular subject and is a great option 
for anyone interested in:

•	 a career or university degree in healthcare, such as 
medicine, veterinary or dentistry;

•	 the biological sciences, such as biochemistry, molecular 
biology or forensic science;

•	 Biology can also complement sports science, 
psychology, sociology and many more.

Assessment:
Candidates will study six modules in total with 100% 
being examined (three exam papers) and an additional 
element of practical assessment.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 6-6 or above in Combined 
Science at GCSE or grade 6 in Separate Biology at GCSE. 
It is important to have the equivalent of 5 GCSEs at grade 
5 or above (including Mathematics and English Language 
at grade 5).

You will need to demonstrate that you are eager to work 
independently to enrich your knowledge of the subject 
and to thoroughly analyse data.

A Level Courses



Chemistry
OCR

Chemistry is all around us and is integral to everything 
we do. If you are good at problem solving, like hands-on 
practical activities and have great analytical skills, then this 
is the course for you.

Overview of the Course:
The aim of this course is to encourage candidates to:

•	 develop their interest in and enthusiasm for Chemistry, 
including developing an interest in further study and 
careers in Chemistry;

•	 appreciate how society makes decisions about 
scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and society;

•	 develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of 
the skills, knowledge and understanding of How 
Science Works; and develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of different areas of Chemistry and how 
they relate to each other.

What you will study:
The course builds on the themes studied at GCSE and 
you will learn about Chemistry in a wide range of areas, 
including:

•	 Development of practical skills in Chemistry;

•	 Foundations in Chemistry;

•	 Periodic table and energy;

•	 Core organic Chemistry;

•	 Physical Chemistry and transition elements;

•	 Organic Chemistry and analysis.

Career Pathways: 
Chemistry A Level is a subject that can lead to a wide range 
of career paths, including:

•	 A degree in healthcare such as medicine, pharmacy 
and dentistry.

•	 The biological sciences, physics, mathematics, 
pharmacology and analytical chemistry.

•	 A career in chemical, manufacturing and pharmaceutical 
industries and in areas such as forensics, environmental 
protection and healthcare.

•	 The problem solving skills are useful for many other 
areas such as law and finance.

Assessment:
Candidates will study six modules in total with 100% being 
examined (3 exam papers) and an additional element of 
practical assessment.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 6-6 or above in Combined 
Science at GCSE or grade 6 in separate Chemistry at GCSE.  
It is important to have the equivalent of 5 GCSEs at grade 5 
or above (including Mathematics and English Language at 
grade 5). You will need to demonstrate that you are eager 
to work independently to enrich your knowledge of the 
subject and to thoroughly analyse data.
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Overview of the Course:
The Computer Science course provides you with real, 
practical skills in computer programming, and knowledge 
about how to implement systems, as well as a good 
understanding of how computers actually work.It is a 
superb method of preparing for a very wide range of 
creative careers and improving your ability to think; logically 
and in the abstract. 

What you will study:
While the course is delivered over two years, lessons will 
be a blend of computer science theory, logical thinking and 
developing programming skills in a variety of languages. 
Content for the course covers the following areas:

01: Computer systems
Structure and function of the processor, Types of processor, 
Input Output and storage, Software Systems, Application 
generation, Software Development, Types of programming 
language, Compression Encryption and Hashing, 
Databases, Networks, Web technologies, Data Types, Data 
Structures, Boolean Algebra, Computer related legislation, 
Moral and Ethical issues.

02: Algorithms and programming 
Thinking abstractly, thinking ahead, thinking procedurally, 
thinking logically, Thinking concurrently, Programming 
techniques, Computational methods and Algorithms.

03: Programming project
Developing a programmed solution to a problem that 
you have identified. This includes researching the issue, 
developing a solution and testing the solution to ensure 
that it is fit for purpose.

This course will appeal to students who: 
Have an interest in how computing and AI will shape the 
future.

Career Pathways: 
Computing is, to the modern world, what engineering 
was to the industrial revolution. Few industries do not 
use computing, and the reach of the systems seems to 
be deepening all the time. Studying Computing will give 
you a very wide range of career paths. Computer Science 
is a valuable qualification as it demonstrates an ability to 
think logically and problem solve on a higher level. With 
the emergence of the Internet of Things and advances in 
consumer technology, Computer Science prepares you for 
job roles using technologies that do not yet exist.

The course carries UCAS points towards further studies 
at University level or progression into a wide variety of 
industries from Data Science to Criminology.

Assessment:
The Course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

Assessment is in the form of two terminal exams, one 
on Computer Systems and the other on Algorithms and 
programming.

You will also be required to complete a programming 
project which will contribute to 20% of your overall grade.

Entry Requirements:
You will need a minimum of a grade 5 in Mathematics. You 
do not need to have studied computing-based subjects at 
GCSE.

Computer Science
OCR

A Level Courses



Design Technology
Eduqas

Overview of the Course:
A Level Design Technology builds on the skills, knowledge 
and understanding established at KS4 and has a 
foundation in both the GCSE Design Technology and the 
BTEC Engineering courses. It is a highly creative course 
with both hands on designing and making skills explored 
and theoretical subject knowledge gained.

To be successful at Design Technology you need to 
be able to work independently, have excellent time 
management skills; enjoy problem solving and be resilient 
enough to overcome a problem. Creative students who 
enjoy analysing a problem and innovating are always 
successful. 

What you will study:
Students will be expected to complete a skills-based series 
of tasks during the 1st term of Year 12.  

These will be needed in order to up-skill them in the areas 
of CAD CAM; Designing; 3D printing and personalised 
manufacturing using materials they know little about. 
Students will complete one lesson per week throughout 
the year on developing their theory-based knowledge 
by practicing for their exam with tutor led sessions and 
homework tasks.

During term 2-3, students will start their final year project. 
This is an 80-hour task of the students’ choice where they 
will design and manufacture a prototype product which 
will overcome a particular problem for their client and 
target market. In Year 13, students will continue developing 
designs, testing possible solutions and manufacturing 
techniques and finally they will manufacture a working 
prototype which is tested and evaluated. 

Career Pathways: 
 Design Technology A Level can be paired with a number 
of subjects to give the perfect foundation for Engineering 
careers, Architecture careers or a wide range of design-
based careers such as Product Designers and Interior 
Designers. Normally the subject is paired with Art for the 
more creative students interested in design or it is paired 
with Mathematics and Physics for students who are more 
interested in Engineering. The students who have most 
recently taken the course have gone on to University 
to study: Silversmithing; Product Design, Architecture, 
Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering and Aeronautical 
Engineering. A number of our students have also gone 
straight into Engineering apprenticeships at Centrax and 
to local Civil Engineering companies.

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being 
accredited in the summer of the second year. 50% of the 
course will be a written exam in the June of Year 13. The 
other 50% is the design and make task taken over 80 
hours and due in April of Year 13.

On-going practice exam work is graded and tracked. This 
is both peer, self and teacher assessed.  Coursework is 
closely tracked with a series of interim deadlines to ensure 
the work progresses at the speed needed.

One-to-one tutorials are a focus of the practical 
work. This ensures that the teaching of skills can be 
personalised and that the student is understanding every 
aspect of the mark scheme and its requirements.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 6 in GCSE Design Technology 
or a Merit grade in BTEC Engineering.
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Overview of the Course:
A Level English Literature, which is a two-year course, 
builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding 
established at GCSE. It is a rigorous and demanding course 
which develops your analytical technique. To be successful 
at English Literature you have to enjoy reading both widely 
and independently. The course explores reading processes 
in an interesting and enriching way.

What you will study:
Drama and Poetry Pre-1900:
Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Merchant’s Tale

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night

Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House

Comparative and Contextual Study (Gothic):
Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray

Angela Carter’s The Bloody Chamber

Gothic extracts from 1760 – 2020 

Coursework:

J. D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye 

Owen Sheers’ The Blue Book (poetry collection)

A post 1900 play of your choice.

Alongside the core texts above, you will independently 
study a range of wider reading, including: novels, short 
stories and poems. You will also explore various literary 
genres, engage with literary criticism and witness texts in 
performance.

Career Pathways:
English Literature opens doors to employment and higher 
education.  As well as being of use in most careers, it is both 
a highly regarded degree subject in its own right and in 
combination with a whole range of other subjects because 
it fosters an understanding of people, relationships, critical 
thinking and develops communication skills.  English 
Literature combines well with Sociology, History, Drama, 
Geography, a Modern Foreign Language, Critical Thinking, 
Psychology and even a science like Biology. 

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

Year 1 will focus on examination preparation ensuring all 
students are well equipped to deal with the transition from 
GCSE to A Level.

Year 2 will focus on the preparation of a coursework 
portfolio and synoptic exam skills.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 7 in English Language or 
English Literature at GCSE.

You will need to demonstrate that you are eager to analyse 
a range of texts which aim to ‘stretch and challenge.’ You 
will also be asked to compare texts and consider different 
interpretations. 

This course will appeal to students who:
•	 Enjoy reading and exploring texts closely;

•	 Enjoy reading and writing creatively;

•	 Would like to discuss, debate and interpret a range of 
literary texts and ideas;

•	 Would like to develop transferable skills, which 
facilitate success in a wide range of subjects;

•	 Would like to develop their academic writing style in 
preparation for university;

•	 Have an interest in how history and literature influence 
and shape one another;

•	 Are interested in literary texts which explore the human 
psyche, human experience and social influences 
throughout history.

English Literature
OCR

A Level Courses



Overview of the Course:
A significant project to produce something of your own 
choosing in an area that you wish to study. Extending but 
not replicating your other study areas. 

An initial term of taught skills will cover the nature of the 
project, project planning and management skills, research 
skills and methods, critical questioning skills, referencing, 
plagiarism, source validation, delivering presentations and 
evaluation skills. 

In the second term you will start to develop your own 
project and will work independently, with support from 
an individual supervisor. The choice of topic is not limited 
and there is considerable flexibility as to the nature of the 
project product.

What you will study:
All EPQ students follow the same basic process and have 
to supply the following evidence for assessment:

•	 Project product, in the form of a research report 
production or artefact.

•	 Written report (5000 words if the report is the main 
outcome, 1000 words if there is a different outcome, 
for example an artefact or production).

•	 Presentation of the completed project.

•	 Completed Production Log.

Reports should be long enough to explore the relevant 
issues and most will contain: 

•	 References to a range of information sources.

•	 Background research.

•	 Details of the design, knowledge, understanding and 
skills used.

•	 A conclusion and evaluation of the outcomes of the 
project.

The extended project attracts UCAS points at the AS Level 
value as well as being a desirable course which universities 
value. 

Career Pathways:
This course is excellent preparation for university. The style 
of working is what is expected within higher education.  
The high level of independence required to be successful is 
precisely what is required to be successful in the workplace.

Assessment:
The course will last one year with grades being accredited 
in the winter of Year 13.

The initial taught element will take place from October to 
January of Year 12. The independent work will take place 
from January to October.

Entry Requirements:
The Extended Project is suitable for any student who is on 
a Level 3 pathway. The nature of the course means that 
students can select areas where they have the greatest 
strengths and interest. 

This course will appeal to students who:
Wish to study areas that extend their existing subjects or 
provide a breadth to the courses they are studying.

AS Extended Project Qualification
AQA

Outstanding EPQ 
results 2024 
100% A*- B, with 50% of 
students achieving A* 
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Overview of the Course:
A Level Geography builds on the skills, knowledge and 
understanding established at GCSE.  The course enables 
you to develop an understanding of the inter-relationships 
between people and their environments.  You will develop 
an understanding of how places, environments and issues 
change and how people respond to these changes.  You 
will develop research, investigation, ICT and presentation 
skills whilst learning about a wide range of contemporary 
global issues.

What you will study:
This A Level course will enable students to be inspired by 
their geographical understanding, to engage critically with 
real world issues and places, and to apply their geographical 
knowledge, theory and skills to the world around them. 

The course is divided into two separate areas: physical ad 
human geography. Physical geography provides students 
with an opportunity to explore topics including hazards 
(geophysical and hydrometeorological), coastal landscapes 
and change and water and carbon. The human aspect 
of the course looks at globalisation, changing places 
(regeneration), global systems and governance and futures.  

The independent investigation unit (NEA) gives you an 
opportunity to undertake geographical research, including 
fieldwork. 

This course will appeal to students who: 
The course is perfect for those with strong numeracy and 
literacy as it requires a mix of technical and social skills. If 
you have a keen interest in the world around you and want 
to learn more about its complexities and are willing to work 
extremely hard to achieve your targets, then Geography is 
the subject for you.

As a subject which covers so many of the vital issues 
that affect the world of today, such as climate change, 
migration and natural hazards, there has arguably never 
been a better time to study Geography. 

Career Pathways:
Skills developed through the geography course are 
recognised and valued by employers, universities and 
colleges. 

The study of Geography will enable students to have 
access to a wide range of possible career and Higher 
Education opportunities. Students will learn and use a 
variety of transferable skills throughout the course. These 
skills are in great demand and are recognised by employers 
and universities as being of great value.

Geography also combines well with almost all other 
subjects. Taken with sciences and mathematics, geography 
supports applications for almost any science-based 
degree; taken with other humanities subjects, Geography 
supports an equally wide range of university courses, such 
as, business, law, media, politics and philosophy.

Geography has been included among the key ’facilitating’ 
subjects in a guide compiled by the Russell Group (20 
leading UK universities) and has been identified as one of 
10 ‘recession-proof’ degree subjects. 

Assessment:
The Course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

There are two written exams, alongside one NEA (non-
examined assessment).

•	 Paper one: Physical Geography – 40% of A-level

•	 Paper two: Human Geography – 40% of A-level

•	 Geography fieldwork investigation – 20%

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 6 in Geography.

Geography
AQA

A Level Courses



Overview of the Course:
The History course aims to deepen your understanding 
of the world in which you live, whilst developing skills of 
analysis, evaluation and research. Students will approach 
the study of History from a thematic perspective, looking at 
social, economic and political trends within the framework 
of the units. 

Students will also utilise interpretations to explore how 
and why people have differing perspectives on the same 
concepts.

Furthermore, students will undertake an independent 
research task using primary and secondary sources to 
construct an extended piece of written work.

What you will study:
Students will learn about the political, economic and social 
transformation of the USA in the twentieth century, an era 
that saw the USA challenged at home as well as on an 
international stage. 

In this unit, students will conduct an in-depth study of 
India in the 20th century, beginning with their contribution 
to World War One. The unit then looks at the changing 
relationship between India and Britain, as the country 
fought for its independence from the empire.

Students will also investigate the British experience of 
war during major overseas conflicts, for example the war 
fought on the Western Front. Students will explore the 
changing relationship between the state and the people as 
the government attempted to create an effective fighting 
machine and prepare the people for war. 

This course will appeal to students who:
Are interested in gaining transferrable skills such as 
critical thinking, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and 
research. History is also relevant to those that want to 
pursue law, journalism, business or another Humanities 
subject.

Career Pathways:
One of the most flexible of qualifications, History provides 
an excellent pathway to degrees such as History, Law, 
English and Philosophy, and beyond that to a range of 
interesting careers including teaching, television and film 
production.

The following roles might be of interest for those studying 
History: 

Social work – Working with adults, children and families to 
ensure that they are supported properly in their everyday 
life. You will be expected to liaise with outside agencies 
such as the police, local authorities or schools. 

Law/Solicitor - A confidential adviser that has direct 
contact with clients, you’ll combine expertise and people 
skills to provide legal guidance and assistance. 

Journalism – working within TV, radio, online outlets to 
provide the public with up to date news stories that are 
reported accurately and without bias.

Assessment:
The Course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

Assessment is based on three exam papers, and a unit of 
coursework. 

Paper 1: In search of the American Dream: the USA, 
c1917-96

Paper 2: India c1914-48: the road to independence

Paper 3: The British experience of warfare, c1790–1918 

Coursework: 20% of the A-level, 3000-4000 word essay. 

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 5 in English, Mathematics 
and History.

History
Pearson/Edexcel
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Overview of the Course:
A Level Mathematics is a fascinating subject and takes the 
GCSE Higher Tier and builds on it in new and exciting ways. 
The course extends your understanding of algebra into 
new areas. Calculus, mechanics and statistics are a massive 
part of real-world mathematics and A Level Mathematics is 
where those areas are discovered and explored for the first 
time. This course, as well as it’s importance in an academic 
respect, gives you key life skills such as numeracy, data 
analysis, logical thinking, and problem-solving.

What you will study:
Year 12
Pure - Surds/Indices, Quadratic functions, Equations 
and inequalities, Coordinate geometry, Trigonometry, 
Polynomials, Graphs and transformations, Binomial 
expansion, Differentiation, Integration, Exponentials, 
Logarithms.

Statistics - Data Collection, Data processing and 
interpretation, Probability and Hypothesis testing.

Mechanics - Kinematics, Forces and Newton’s laws and 
Variable acceleration.

Year 13
Pure - Proof, Trigonometry, Sequences and series, 
Functions, Differentiation, Integration, Trigonometry, 
Further Algebra, Parametric equations, Differential 
Equations.

Statistics - Probability, Statistical distributions and 
Statistical hypothesis testing.

Mechanics - Kinematics, Forces and motion, Moments of 
forces, Projectiles and A model for friction.

This course will appeal to students who: 
•	 Love mathematics and enjoy problem solving. 

•	 Can transfer learning to novel situations. 

•	 Persist in their search for solutions to complex 
questions.

•	 Can grasp mathematical concepts and strategies 
quickly, with good retention, and to relate mathematical 
concepts within and across content areas and real-life 
situations.

Career Pathways:
An A Level in Mathematics is one of the most sought-
after qualifications by higher education providers and 
employers. Consistently for the last 10 years we have 
achieved A Level results in the top 5-10% of the country 
and most students who study Mathematics go onto higher 
education to study a Mathematics-based subject such as: 
Mathematics, Engineering, Economics, Architecture and 
the Sciences.

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being 
accredited in the summer of the second year.

Over both Year 12 and Year 13 students will complete an 
end of chapter test each 2/3 weeks. These tests are marked, 
modelled by the teacher and then, if needed, improved by 
the students.

In the summer of Year 12 students are entered into the 
AS exams. There are two exams: Pure and Mechanics and 
Pure and Statistics.

In the summer of Year 13 students are entered into the A 
Level exams. There are three exams: Pure and Mechanics, 
Pure and Statistics and Pure and Comprehension.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 7 in Mathematics at GCSE.  
You will need to demonstrate that you are confident with 
the GCSE Higher tier course as this forms the basis for Year 
12 course.

Mathematics
OCR (MEI)
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Overview of the Course:
A Level Further Mathematics is designed for those who 
excelled at the Higher Tier GCSE Mathematics and have a 
keen love for the subject. 

It takes the Mathematics learnt in AS and A Level 
Mathematics, supports it and builds on it in new and 
exciting ways. It also introduces a lot of different and 
challenging topics that otherwise would not be taught until 
embarking on a Mathematics Degree. It lets students get to 
grasp with Mathematics they cannot see as well as quite 
advanced mechanics models for the real world as well as 
practically exploring the algorithms used in computing, Sat 
Navs and construction tasks.

What you will study:
Year 12
Pure:  Matrices, Complex numbers, Roots of polynomials, 
Sequences and series and Vectors.

Mechanics: Kinematics, Forces, Friction, Moments, Work/
Energy/Power, Impulse/Momentum, Centre of mass, 
Dimensional analysis.

Modelling with Algorithms:  Algorithms, Graphs, 
Networks, Linear Programming and The Simplex method.

Year 13
Pure: Vectors, Matrices, Series and induction, Further 
calculus, Polar coordinates, Maclaurin series, Hyperbolic 
functions, Integration, First and second order differential 
equations, Complex numbers.

Mechanics: Variable forces, Circular motion, Hooke’s law, 
Oscillations, Centre of mass and Oblique impact.

This course will appeal to students who: 
•	 Absolutely love mathematics. Those kinds of students 

who can’t help but love exploring a Mathematics 
puzzle or are intrigued by a new piece of Mathematics 
and will research it for their own enjoyment.

•	 Can work at a complex problem.

•	 Are resilient learners.

•	 Can manage their time effectively. 

Career Pathways:
An A Level in Further Mathematics is one of the most 
sought-after qualifications by higher education providers 
and employers. Consistently for the last 10 years we have 
achieved A Level results in the top 5-10% of the country 
and most students who study Further Mathematics go 
onto further education to study a Mathematics-based 
subject such as: Mathematics, Engineering, Economics, 
Architecture and the Sciences.

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

Over both Year 12 and Year 13, students will complete 
an end of chapter test each 2/3 weeks. These tests are 
marked, modelled by the teacher and then improved by the 
students.

In the summer of Year 12, students are entered into the 
AS exams. There are three exams: Core Pure, Mechanics A 
and Modelling with Algorithms

In the summer of Year 13, students are entered into the A 
Level exams. There are three exams: Core Pure, Mechanics 
B and Modelling with Algorithms.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 8 in Mathematics at GCSE. 
You will need to demonstrate that you are extremely 
confident with the GCSE Higher tier course as this forms 
the basis for the Year 12 course.

Further Mathematics
OCR (MEI)
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Overview of the Course:
You will be introduced to a variety of experiences that 
explore a range of photographic media, techniques and 
processes. You will be made aware of both traditional and 
new technologies. You will have the opportunity to explore 
relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to a range 
of art, craft and design, from the past and from recent 
times, including European and non-European examples. 
This should be integral to the investigating and making 
processes. Your practical responses to these examples 
must be shown through practical and critical activities that 
demonstrate your understanding of different styles, genres 
and traditions. You will be given a sketchbook to underpin 
you work. You may wish to develop their drawing skills in 
order to produce storyboards, thumbnail sketches and/or 
diagrams, where appropriate. 

What you will study:
You are required to work in one or more area(s) of 
photography, such as those listed below. You may explore 
overlapping areas and combinations of areas:

•	 portraiture 

•	 landscape photography 

•	 still life photography 

•	 documentary photography, photojournalism

•	 fashion photography 

•	 experimental imagery 

Career Pathways:
Photography can open many doors: many of our students 
go on to complete a foundation course in higher education. 
This can lead to advertising, art director, film/video editor, 
graphic designer, magazine features editor, medical 
illustrator, photographer, press photographer or a television 
camera operator.

Entry Requirements:
You will need a grade 5 or above. If you have not studied 
art or photography at GCSE level then you must submit a 
portfolio of work for consideration.

Assessment:
The Course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

Component 1: Personal investigation

Assessed | No time limit | 96 marks | 60% of A-level.

Component 2: Externally set assignment

Assessed | Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time 
| 96 marks | 40% of A-level.

The assessments will measure how students have achieved 
the following assessment objectives:

AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused 
investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 

AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas as work develops. 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
connections between visual and other elements.

This course will appeal to students who:
have imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities 

can demonstrate investigative, expressive skills, aesthetic 
understanding and critical judgement 

are independent in developing, refining and communicating 
their own ideas, their own intentions and their own 
personal outcomes 

show an interest in, enthusiasm for and enjoyment of art, 
craft, design and photography

enjoy the experience of working with a broad range of 
media 

would like to gain experience of real-world contexts and 
links to the creative industries.

Photography
AQA
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The A Level Physics course content covers the basis of 
how things work, from the particles that make up atoms 
out to the extent of the universe. Physics is an essential 
part of developments in the modern world and makes an 
impact on every part of our lives.

Overview of the Course:
The aim of this course is to encourage students to:

•	 develop their interest in and enthusiasm for physics, 
including developing an interest in further study and a 
career in physics

•	 appreciate how society makes decisions about 
scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and society

•	 develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of 
the skills, knowledge and understanding of How 
Science Works; and develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of different areas of physics and how 
they relate to each other.

What you will study:
The course builds on the themes studied at GCSE and 
includes:

•	 Forces and motion;

•	 Electrons, waves and photons;

•	 Particles and medical physics;

Career Pathways:
Physics A Level is a subject that would be suitable for any 
student who is studying Biology A Level, Chemistry A 
Level and Mathematics A Level.

It can also lead to:

•	 Degrees in subjects such as Physics, Mathematics and 
Engineering.

•	 Apprenticeships and careers in industry such as 
engineering or electronics. 

•	 It is also useful in other areas such as Financial Services 
and Business.

Assessment:
Candidates will study six modules in total with 100% being 
examined (three exam papers) and an additional element 
of practical assessment.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 5 or above in Combined 
Science at GCSE or grade 5 in separate Physics at GCSE.  
It is important to have the equivalent of 5 GCSEs at grade 
5 or above (including Mathematics and English Language 
at grade 5). 

You will need to demonstrate that you are eager to work 
independently to enrich your knowledge of the subject and 
to thoroughly analyse data. 

Physics
OCR
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What you will study:
As part of the course, you will develop an understanding 
of the causes and treatments of different psychological 
disorders, debate the causes of human behaviour and learn 
about research methods. 

The course is broken down in the following papers:

Introductory Topics in Psychology
In this unit you will study the psychological concepts, 
theories, research methods and ethical issues, with a 
particular focus on social influence, memory, attachment 
and psychopathology.

Psychology in context
As part of this unit, you will study the origins of psychology, 
alongside biopsychology (the study of psychology from 
the perspective of underlying biology). This unit also 
incorporates research methods, scientific processes and 
techniques of data handling and analysis.

Issues and options in Psychology
The study of this unit involves an opportunity to look at 
explanations of gender, schizophrenia and aggression.

The Course will appeal to those students 
who:
Wish to understand human behaviour; understanding why 
people may act and behave in the way they do. Psychology 
is useful for students who wish to understand the research 
process and methods involved in collecting data and 
interpreting it.

Assessment:
The Course will last two years with grades being 
accredited in the summer of the second year. You will sit 
three externally assessed exams, each accounting for one 
third of your A-level. Each exam exists of multiple choice, 
short answer and extended written responses.

Paper One: Introductory Topics in Psychology

Paper Two: Psychology in Context

Paper Three: Issues and Options in Psychology

Career Pathways:
In order to become a psychologist, further training is 
needed. You will need to study a BPS approved Psychology 
undergraduate degree course followed by a Masters 
degree. This could be specialised in the field Psychology 
you wish to work in. Psychologists work in the following 
areas: Clinical, Health, Child, Education, Occupational 
(workplace) Counselling, Forensic, Neuroscience, and 
Sport. 

Clinical psychologists: work with people of all ages on 
a wide range of psychological difficulties in mental and 
physical health. E.g.  anxiety, depression, psychosis, 
'personality disorder', eating disorders, addictions, learning 
disabilities and relationship issues.

Forensic psychologists: apply psychological theory to 
criminal investigation to help understand psychological 
problems associated with criminal behaviour, and the 
treatment of those who have committed offences.

Sports psychologists: work with athletes, coaches and 
referees. Their aim is to prepare sporting professionals for 
the demands of their job, such as competition and training.

Educational psychologists: work with children, young 
people, families and schools, using psychology to promote 
positive outcomes in relation to wellbeing, communication 
and learning

Psychology however can lead you into many different 
careers such as teaching, youth work, medicine and 
nursing, social work, marketing, media and criminal justice. 
The skills you will gain are applicable to a wide range of 
areas. 

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 5 in English, Mathematics 
and Science. Psychology will require you to learn a lot of 
new terminology and material. It is important that you keep 
on top of your work to be successful.

Psychology
AQA
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Overview of the Course:
Sociology is the study of people in their daily lives in places 
such as education, the workplace and family. 

Sociologists seek to understand how people think and 
behave and what factors affect their actions. Sociologists 
study a range of issues in society including family, social 
class, poverty, gender, media, religion and crime.

What you will study:
Throughout the course you will look at the following topics 
in detail:

•	 Education;

•	 Methods in context; 

•	 Theory and Methods;

•	 Family;

•	 Media;

•	 Crime;

You will consider different sociological perspectives and 
apply these to the different social institutes.  Throughout 
the course you will consider themes such as inequality, 
socialisation, culture, identity, power and stratification.

This course will appeal to those students 
who: 
Seek to acquire knowledge and a critical understanding 
of contemporary social processes and social changes. 
You will have the opportunity to develop a broad set of 
key desirable skills, including the ability to analyse and 
formulate clear, logical arguments with scope for extensive 
evaluation from a range of theoretical perspectives. 
Developing strong critical thinking skills and being able 
to consider issues with a global outlook will be of huge 
benefit to you moving forward, whether this is in further 
education, the workplace or society in general.

Career Pathways:
Students who take Sociology at A Level are provided with 
a foundation for studying Sociology at a higher level. The 
course also prepares students who wish to study the wider 
Social Sciences or Education. 

Careers that you could be thinking about include, Law, 
Medicine / medical careers, Social or youth work, Education, 
the Police or another emergency service, research or any 
career that is people related.

Research - sociologists are often employed in groups in 
both public and private sector organisations to analyse 
present trends and make projections for the future.

Social worker - support adults, children, families and 
communities to improve their lives. They protect and 
promote human rights and wellbeing.

Police - keep law and order, investigate crime, and support 
crime prevention.

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

Each exam paper is 2 hours long and will involve a mixture 
of short answer and long response questions. 

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods.

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology.

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 5 in English, Mathematics 
and a Humanities subject. Sociology will require you to 
learn a lot of new terminology and material. It is important 
that you keep on top of your work to be successful. 

Written communication is essential in Sociology as you will 
be required to produce extended writing essays under the 
timed examination conditions.

Sociology
AQA
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Overview of the Course:
This qualification offers an engaging programme to 
support learners who want to pursue a career in acting 
and the performing arts industry. It is a highly practical 
course intended for learners with a passion for drama who 
wish to continue and extend their education within this 
creative field. 

You will gain many transferable skills such as: Public 
speaking, speaking in groups, communicating confidently, 
building rapport and relationships, time and project 
management, negotiating skills, teamwork and leadership.

What you will study:
You will extend and develop your skills in all disciplines, 
culminating in the opportunity to perform a rehearsed piece 
of repertoire for an audience. A theoretical module helps 
you to develop research and analysis skills by exploring a 
range of work by different theatre practitioners. You will 
work in groups to create your own devised performance 
in response to stimuli. The fourth unit offers a range of 
optional units you can choose from based on your own 
acting interests. 

The course integrates opportunities to take part in 
workshops with visiting practitioners, as well as arranging 
regular visits to the theatre. 

Expectations: 
BTEC Performing arts students are committed, enthusiastic 
and dedicated to improving their skills, knowledge and 
experience in a professional environment. You must be a 
strong collaborator, willing to make the level of commitment 
that is expected within a practical, performance-based 
subject such as Acting. 

This course will appeal to students who:
If you are excited about the world of theatre and are 
dedicated to acting, then you will enjoy this course. 
There is a strong emphasis on practical acting methods 
and opportunities to develop skills in creativity and 
performance. You will explore existing practitioners as well 
as developing your own technique through group pieces 
and live performance. You will develop skills in voice & 
movement. It is recognised as an ideal progression to 
studying at Drama School, a Performing Arts conservatoire 
or taking a university degree in performance, stage 
management or theatre in education. 

Career Pathways: 
Many students go on to study a range of courses at 
university. The skills developed in Drama enable students 
to go on to study a wide range of subjects including:

Assessment:
This is a two-year Course with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year. Equivalent in size to 
one A Level, this Course gives learners the opportunity 
to study acting alongside other A levels or BTEC Level 3 
courses, so they can develop a breadth of skills at KS5.

The course is made up of four units: 

1.	 Developing Skills & Techniques for Live Performance.

2.	 Group Performance Workshop (externally assessed).

3.	 Investigating Practitioners’ Work (externally 
assessed).

Option unit: Acting Styles, Interpreting Classical Text for 
Performance, Improvisation or Physical Theatre

Entry Requirements:
You will need a Grade 4 or above in English. You don’t 
need to have taken performing arts at school; however, 
it is an advantage to have studied Drama or been in a 
production previously.

•	 Journalism

•	 Teaching

•	 Medicine

•	 Law

•	 Nursing 

•	 Childcare 

•	 Retail

•	 Media

•	 Hospitality 

•	 Management 

•	 Acting

•	 Stage Management 

•	 Business and Public 
Relations

BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Performance (Acting)
Pearson/Edexcel
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Overview of the Course:
The BTEC Nationals in Business & Enterprise use a 
combination of assessment styles to give students 
confidence so that they can apply their knowledge to 
succeed in the workplace, and have the study skills 
to continue learning on higher education courses and 
throughout their career. 

What you will study:
The course consists of four different units of study, these 
are: 

Exploring Business & Enterprise – the underpinning 
knowledge of business including, forms of ownership, 
competition and factors affecting the business environment. 

Developing a Marketing Campaign – developing an 
understanding of the role and importance of marketing to 
the success of a business or product.  

Personal & Business Finance – providing a foundation for 
independent living and ensuring personal solvency while 
looking at the key financial considerations that business 
make. 

Recruitment and Retention – understanding the value of 
effective staffing in business, considering the importance 
of robust recruitment processes to ensure a business 
exceeds customer expectations.

This course will appeal to students who:
Have an interest in how the economic world works, finding 
out more about large businesses or those with ideas of 
starting their own business on leaving education. You do 
not need to have studied business at GCSE.. 

Career Pathways: 
The Course carries UCAS points towards further 
studies at University level. The Course itself offers a 
variety of opportunities to add additional context and 
skills to university applications through participation in 
extracurricular competition and enterprise activities.   

Entry Requirements:
You will need a minimum of a grade 4 in maths to take this 
course due to the mandatory finance module.

Assessment:

The Course will last two years with grades being 
accredited in the summer of the second year 

During this time, you will complete the four units 
identified, two of which will be assessed through external 
examination and the other two units being assessed 
through the completion of coursework assignment tasks. 

BTEC Extended Certificate in  
Business and Enterprise
Pearson/Edexcel
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BTEC Level 3 in  
Criminology
WJEC

Overview of the Course:
Why do people commit crime? How is crime defined? 
What happens if someone commits a crime? Are all crimes 
reported? What happens in our society to control criminal 
behaviour?

These are just some of the questions you will consider 
when taking the Criminology course.

Criminology is the scientific study of criminal behaviour 
and how it can be managed, controlled and prevented. 
Through studying criminology, you will be able to use 
theories of criminality to analyse criminal situations and 
make recommendations for policy.

What you will study:
You will learn about the changing awareness of crime, 
examining the types of crime that take place in our society 
and whether they are reported or not. You will plan a 
campaign that leads to change in relation to crime, such 
as raising awareness, changing attitudes or changing the 
reporting of crime. You will understand theories of crime, 
looking at who decides what behaviour is criminal and 
what makes some people commit a crime. You will be able 
to debate the different theories and be able to apply to 
a criminal to understand their behaviour. You will look at 
the courtroom situation, understanding the trial process. 
You will look at jury decision making and whether the 
right verdict is always given. You will study the law and 
what happens if the law is broken. You will discuss the 
effectiveness of the criminal justice system.

The Course will appeal to students who:
Wish to gain understanding into the criminal justice sector. 
It will give you knowledge in understanding the probation 
system and those who are in it.  Criminology has elements 
that relate to a variety of other subjects such as Psychology, 
Sociology and Law so complements other subjects. 

Assessment:
The Course will last two years and consists of four units. 
Two of these are internally assessed through controlled 
assessment and two are externally assessed examinations. 

Unit 1 - Changing Awareness of Crime – internally 
assessed.

Unit 2 - Criminological Theories.  

External assessment – 90mins 

Unit 3 - Crime Scene to Courtroom – internally assessed. 

Unit 4 - Crime and Punishment.

External assessment – 90mins

Possible career path:
The course is a pathway to a number of careers, including 
criminology as a discrete subject, sociology, nursing and 
social work, probation work, law, prison officers, teaching 
and emergency services.

The following roles might be of interest for those studying 
criminology: 

Prison Officer –responsible for the security, supervision, 
training and rehabilitation of people sent to prison. You will 
keep account of those in your care and maintain order. 

Probation Officer – working within the justice system you 
will be working with offenders to reduce the incidence of 
reoffending. 

Crime Scene Investigator – your role will be to secure 
and protect the crime scene, taking care over the handling 
of evidence. You may be involved in post-mortems and 
responsible for processing and categorising forensic 
evidence such as weapons, clothing or biological evidence.

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a grade 5 in English, Mathematics 
and Science. 
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Overview of the Course:
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in 
Early Childhood Development (AAQ) is designed for post 
-16 students with an interest in Education and Early Years 
and aiming to progress to higher education as a route to 
graduate level employment.

What you will study:
You will complete four units over two years, these are as 
follows:

Children’s development 
Children’s developmental progress from birth up to eight 
years, including the theories, principles and factors relating 
to development, and the potential impact of a range of 
factors on a child’s progress through the developmental 
milestones.

(Examination unit)

Keeping Children Safe 
Health and safety and safeguarding responsibilities of an 
individual working in an Early Years setting; emergency 
best practices and when to address concerns about a 
child’s welfare 

(Examination unit)

Play and Learning 
The concept of play, the influence of theories and 
approaches to play, and the benefits of play and learning 
activities for children

(Coursework unit)

Research and Reflective Practice in an Early 
Childhood Setting
The influence of research findings on policy and provision 
for children and how this influences the behaviours and 
expectations of an individual working in an Early Years 
setting. 

(Coursework unit)

Career Pathways: 
There is a wealth of excellent career opportunities in the 
Education and Early Years industry.

This qualification is a great underpinning of a wealth 
of different careers and offers all sorts of opportunities 
particularly to those who are unsure of their direction in 
the industry. BTEC Early Childhood Development is highly 
valued by employers or higher education establishments. 
BTEC qualifications teach you to research, write assignments 
and evaluate, as well as improving your organisational 
skills. They are widely respected as practical as well as 
academic qualifications. This qualification may lead you 
to further education in nursing, teaching and social work 
or any profession connected to the Early Years sector. The 
new BTEC qualification is recommended and supported by 
the following organisations and more: Cardiff Metropolitan 
University, Cardiff University, Kingston University, Leeds 
Beckett University, Staffordshire University, University 
of Bath, University of Bradford, University of Chichester, 
University of Huddersfield, University of Leeds, University 
of Oxford, University of Plymouth, University of Sheffield 
and University of the West of England.

Assessment:
The Course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

During this time, you will complete the four units identified 
two of which will be assessed through external examination 
and the other two units being assessed through the 
completion of coursework assignment tasks.

Entry Requirements:
A GCSE grade 4 in Mathematics and Grade 5 in English, 
you do not have to have studied Health and Social Care 
previously.

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate 
in Early Childhood Development (AQQ)
Pearson/Edexcel

Applied General Courses



Overview of the Course:
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in 
Engineering (AAQ) is an Alternative Academic Qualification 
(AAQ) designed for post -16 students with an interest in 
the Engineering sector and aiming to progress to higher 
education as a route to graduate level employment. 
Equivalent to one A Level in size, it is suitable for students 
looking to develop their applied knowledge and skills in 
Engineering as part of a study programme alongside A 
Levels.

What you will study:
The qualification has four mandatory units covering the 
following topics: 

Engineering Principles: Engineering data and applying 
mathematical procedures in mechanical and electrical 
contexts 

Engineering Applications: Advances in modern technology 
and how they are reshaping the engineering sector's 
function; materials and processes to devise sustainable 
solutions to engineering problems 

Engineering Design: Three-dimensional (3D) models and 
two-dimensional (2D) detailed drawings using a computer-
aided design (CAD) system 

Engineering Project: Project management processes in 
Engineering products from concept to solution.

The qualification has 2 external assessments:

Unit 1: Engineering Principles 

Unit 2: Engineering Applications

This course will appeal to students who: 
Enjoy a structured approach to their work. Students 
who are methodical and can think through a problem for 
themselves.

The BTEC courses suit students who need to balance their 
workloads. External examinations can be taken up to 3 
times and can be taken in January and June. 

Internal units can be resubmitted within 15 working days. 
This approach for many students is more manageable than 
a single terminal exam. 

Students who take the course should be interested in a 
career in Engineering or STEM based subjects. 

Career Pathways: 
This qualification leads straight into the Engineering 
industry which has a wide range of sectors including: 
Mechanical Engineering, Automotive Engineering, 
Aeronautical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Electronic 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Bio Engineering.

The subject combines well with a wide range of others 
depending on the sector preferred. Mathematics and 
Science are closely related.

Assessment:
The course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

External assessments are taken under exam conditions 
and marked by Pearson. Students can resit the exam twice 
which equates to three attempts in total. The best grade 
achieved counts towards the overall total.

Internally assessed units Set Assignment Brief (PSAB), 
which is set by Pearson, marked by the teacher and then 
sent to Pearson for external standards verification.

Synoptic assessment requires students to demonstrate 
that they can identify and use effectively, in an integrated 
way, an appropriate selection of skills, techniques, 
concepts, theories and knowledge from across the whole 
sector as relevant to a key task.

Entry Requirements:
In addition to high grades in Engineering or Design 
Technology, you will also need at least a grade 6 in 
Mathematics.

We do make exceptions for extraordinary students who 
have a very high level of ability in either Mathematics or 
DT/ Engineering.

This syllabus is a first teach in 2025. Currently it is in draft 
form.

BTEC Level 3 in  
Engineering
Pearson/Edexcel
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Overview of the Course:
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate is aimed at learners 
interested in the opportunities presented by the fast growing 
Esports industry and its wider transferable business and 
digital media skills essential to the 21st century economy. 
The course looks at Esports as an industry, develops 
and explores ideas for an Esports enterprise, develops 
skills and strategies for maximising improving competitor 
performance and develops an awareness of the difference 
between casual and competitive gaming with particular 
focus on health and fitness. 

What you will study:
Introduction to Esports – understanding how the UK and 
Global Esports industry is structured and how the industry 
generates revenue and opportunity, for competitors, teams 
and tournaments.

Esports Skills, Strategies & Analysis – by creating and 
developing a team you will develop an understanding in 
performance analysis, utilising data to inform improvement.

Enterprise & Entrepreneurship in the Esports Industry – 
you will gain an understanding of what makes entrepreneurs 
and enterprises in the Esports industry successful. You will 
also understand how you can then plan and pitch your own 
Esports start-up enterprise.

Health, Wellbeing & Fitness for Esports Players – you will 
gain an appreciation of national benchmarks and indicators 
of good health. You will then be required to apply your 
knowledge and skills to assess your own health status and 
that of a chosen performer in the Esports industry. Using 
the information collected, you will then identify strategies 
to improve health, wellbeing and fitness.

Facilities
We have a dedicated Esports arena, utilising the latest pc’s 
and peripherals, an Xbox series X suite, virtual reality and 
other consoles including the Nintendo switch pro. You will 
have the opportunity to play in national competitions in 
Valorant, League of Legends, Rocket League, Overwatch 
2, Fifa and Super Smash Brothers.

Career Pathways:
This course carries UCAS points towards further studies 
at university level or progression in the Esports, digital 
marketing, creative media, events management or data 
analytics fields.

Assessment:
The course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

During this time, you will build a portfolio of work that will 
be developed in response to different assignment tasks.

There is one externally assessed Synoptic assessment at 
the end of Year 12.

Entry Requirements:
You will need 5 GCSEs at grade 4 including English 
Language.

This course will appeal to students who:
Have an interest in Esports, digital media, business, 
enterprise or sport.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 
in Esports
Pearson/Edexcel

Applied General Courses



Esports 
Opportunities 
Students studying Esports as a single or double 
award at TCS6 have a number of additional 
opportunities:

•	 We have an education partnership with 
the College of Esports, a global leader in 
Esports education to provide all learners 
with degree opportunities beyond 6th 
Form. The College of Esports is the UK's 
premier University for Business and Digital 
degrees with Esports, with a state of the 
art campus in London’s Victoria Park.

•	 There are a number of extra curricular 
visits, such as trips to the National Esports 
performance Centre, Williams F1 as well as 
National and Global esports tournaments 
and events.

•	 We are the only institution in Devon that 
currently offers the flexibility of a Single or 
Double pathway, which allows our students 
to combine the course with other subjects.
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BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Health and Social Care
Pearson/Edexcel

Overview of the Course:
The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification 
BTEC National in Health and Social Care (Extended 
Certificate) is designed for post-16 students with an 
interest in health and social care and aiming to progress to 
higher education as a route to graduate level employment.

What you will study:
You will complete four units over two years, these are as 
follows:

Human Lifespan and Development 
Developing knowledge and understanding of PIES and 
factors affecting growth and development, interventions 
and the different professionals providing care and 
treatment.

(Examination unit)

Human Biology and Health 
Gaining an understanding of the Human body’s structure 
and systems and the normal physiological functioning and 
the impact of common disorders on health and wellbeing. 

(Examination unit)

Principles of Health and Social Care Practice
Understanding core principles, values and legislation 
that underpin and influence health and social care, and 
the effect of social determinants on an individual’s health 
status.

(Coursework unit)

Optional Unit 4
One other optional unit that is decided between the 
group.

Career pathways:
There is a wealth of excellent career opportunities in the 
Health and Social Care industry supporting all types of 
people in a variety of settings. This qualification is a great 
underpinning of a wealth of different careers and offers all 
sorts of opportunities particularly to those who are unsure 
of their direction in the industry. BTEC Health and Social 
Care is highly valued by any employer or higher education 
establishment.BTEC qualifications teach you to research, 
write assignments and evaluate, as well as improving your 
organisational skills. They are widely respected as practical 
as well as academic qualifications. This qualification may 
lead you to further education in nursing, social work or 
any profession connected to the care sector. The new 
BTEC qualification is recommended and supported by 
the following organisations and more: Aston University, 
Cardiff Metropolitan University, Cardiff University, 
Kingston University, Staffordshire University, University of 
Bath, University of Bradford, University of Huddersfield, 
University of Nottingham, University of Oxford, University 
of Plymouth, University of Sheffield and University of the 
West of England. 

Assessment:
The Course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

During this time, you will complete the four units identified 
two of which will be assessed through external examination 
and the other two units being assessed through the 
completion of coursework assignment tasks.

Entry Requirements:
A GCSE grade 4 in Mathematics and Grade 5 in English, 
you do not have to have studied Health and Social Care 
previously.

Applied General Courses



Where are 
they now?

Alumni Student:
Caitlin Yeomans
My Career Path

I studied the Double Health and Social 
Care BTEC qualification and Biology A 
level in the Sixth Form, with the aim of 
becoming a Midwife. Throughout Sixth 
Form I was challenged and supported to 
reach my goal. Level 3 qualifications are 
a big step up from GCSE’s, but with small 
class sizes and support when applying 
through UCAS to different Universities, I 
achieved my goal!

I am currently completing a Midwifery 
course at The University of Plymouth. 
I’m already working on hospital wards 
and have even delivered my first baby! I 
feel the courses in Sixth Form supported 
me in gaining the knowledge and skills 
needed to be successful on my course 
and the enrichment options I took part in, 
helped me in gaining the life experience 
and social skills I now need to interact 
with patients and families.

My advice to those at school

My advice would be to aim high and 
have a goal. Start to look at the different 
careers and try them! Work experience 
really helped me to decide on the career 
that was right for me. Also, A level’s are a 
big step up. Make sure you are prepared 
to work hard after GCSE’s and don’t get 
distracted by the social opportunities. 
There is plenty of chance for that if you 
progress to Uni!
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Overview of the Course:
This is a course that gives you the opportunity to take your 
music skills to a higher level. You will have the opportunity 
to rehearse and perform as a soloist and as a member of 
an ensemble.

The course provides many skills. From presenting ideas 
and pitching projects, through to analysing and recreating 
music. Employers are always looking for their employees to 
be ‘creative’ and ‘think outside the box’ – a common phrase 
seen on job specifications, but something that can get lost 
when studying other subjects. 

What subjects will it go well with? 
Music is a good addition to any Performing Arts pathway. 
Music is very mathematical in nature, and so Music and 
Mathematics complement each other well, so do Music and 
Languages – after all, music is a language in its own right. 
In fact, Music goes well with pretty much any subject and 
research shows that studying music can actually enhance 
your grades in other subjects.

What you will study:
The units tend to be project based and with a heavy focus 
on the practical application of skills developed. Students will 
develop their performance, composition and production / 
music technology skills, as well as learning about the music 
and performing arts industries.

This course will appeal to students who: 
If you play an instrument or sing, you can develop your 
skills and get a Level 3 qualification out of it! If you enjoy 
writing your own music or songs, you can use this ability 
and experience towards your qualification. If you are a 
creative person who wants to learn to make music, this 
course will give you that chance. If you love listening to 
music, and can spot all the details, sing every riff and “air-
drum” every beat you have already developed some of the 
abilities you need. 

Opportunities:
Studying music opens doors to many opportunities.

The course gives you the opportunity to plan and perform 
your own gigs, go on outings to watch bands perform, meet 
outside professionals and work together in peer groups to 
develop your performing and overall musicianship.

Assessment:
This BTEC Course is equivalent to one A Level.

This course consists of Four units of which two are 
completed in year 1 and the final two in year 2.  Three 
units are marked internally and moderated and two are 
externally marked by the exam board. There is no final 
exam for this course, it is 100% coursework. 

•	 Ensemble Performance

•	 Solo Performance

•	 Professional Practice in the Music Industry

•	 Music Theory and Harmony

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least a Grade 4 in Mathematics and 
English. We understand that not all students take graded 
music exams. Vocational music qualifications do not have 
a grade requirement.

Students are able to develop a wide variety of transferable 
skills ranging from:

•	 Teamwork – Leadership – Self-management – 
Communication. 

•	 Develop and present musical ideas to a set brief – Time 
management – Meeting deadlines – Exploring new 
genres of music.

•	 Analysing, evaluating and enhancing their learning – 
Broadening their repertoire – Using specific musical 
vocabulary – Review and reflect different approaches.

•	 Confidence and self-esteem: which has a knock-on 
effect in all areas of life and learning.

•	 Creativity and self-expression: helping students 
to think differently and harness the power of their 
imagination.

BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Music Performance
Pearson/Edexcel

Applied General Courses



Overview of the Course:
The BTEC Level 3 covers many of the key areas for learners 
looking to build a career in the diverse occupational areas 
of sport. All learners will develop an understanding of 
anatomy and physiology, fitness testing, training and 
programming for health, sport and well-being as well as 
exploring professional development in the sports Industry.  
Learners can follow the Extended Certificate, National 
Diploma or the Extended Diploma in Sport. The National 
and Extended Diploma can be tailored to specific areas of 
sport to prepare individuals for a variety of higher education 
courses and careers in the sport industry. 

What you will study:
Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Sport is a 
360 GLH qualification. It consists of a total of four units 
of which two are external. 50% of this qualification is 
externally assessed. This qualification is the equivalent of 
one A Level.

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sports 
Performance and Excellence is a 720 GLH qualification. It 
consists of a total of 10 units of which nine are mandatory 
and two are External. 20% of this qualification is externally 
assessed. This qualification is the equivalent of two A 
Levels. 

Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport and 
Physical Activity Development is a 1080 guided-learning-
hour (GLH) qualification. It consists of a total of 15 units, 
three of which are external. 20% of this qualification is 
externally assessed. This qualification is the equivalent of 
3 A-Levels. 

The assessment is 80% coursework based. Assignments 
within all units are marked and given a grading from pass, 
merit or distinction. At the end of the course a grading 
calculation is used to give candidates a final grade of pass, 
merit, distinction or distinction*. 

Career Pathway
Learners who achieve this qualification could progress to 
many different employment opportunities in the world of 
sport. They would also be able to progress onto a Level 
3 BTEC Sport course which will open even more doors to 
one of the largest and most diverse areas of employment 
in the UK.  It will help those who wish to pursue a career 
in teaching, coaching, physiotherapy, fitness training, 
sports leadership, sports nutrition or progress to industry-
recognised qualifications in a large range of sports affiliated 
occupations. 

Assessment:
The course will last 2 years with grades being accredited in 
the summer of the second year.

Year 1 will focus on the 2 external examination units and 
learners will complete these exams in summer of year 1 
allowing for potential resit opportunities in year 2.

Year 2 learners will complete the internal assessment units 
which is predominantly coursework based.

Entry Requirements:
Candidates must have achieved a GCSE PE grade 5 
or Merit level at BTEC First. Due to the nature of the 
assessment, a grade 5 in English is essential. You must 
also have a very positive attitude to independent working, 
a passion for sport and a good attendance record. 

BTEC Level 3 
Sport
Pearson
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I’m really enjoying 
my subjects. Being 
able to play Football 
competitively in the 
Development Programme, 
alongside my studies, is 
great. We play at a good 
standard and have training 
and matches built into  
our timetables.” 

“
Overview of the Course:
This programme sits alongside Level 2 or Level 3 courses.

All students who enrol on the development programme 
will be trained by Exeter City FC coaches. 

They will have six hours of coaching over three training 
sessions a week, focusing on fitness, skill development, 
game play and tactics. 

The team competes in the Community Football Alliance 
League playing 18 games per year against other 
professional football clubs including Plymouth Argyle, AFC 
Bournemouth, Swindon Town and many others. 

The students also get the opportunity to play at either 
Exeter City’s training ground or, if possible, Exeter City’s 
home pitch, St James Park.

This course will appeal to students who:
Any male students who would like to be part of a Football 
programme. 

Entry Requirements:
Everyone can take part in training twice a week. However, 
selection is based on student’s performance at training for 
the CEFA league games. 

Year 11 students from Teignmouth and Dawlish are invited 
to training sessions in the spring term.

Exeter City Football Club
Football Development 
Programme
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Overview of the Course:
This qualification is designed to support learners who 
are interested in learning about the travel and tourism 
industry alongside other fields of study, with a view to 
progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, 
not necessarily in travel and tourism-related subjects, or 
securing an apprenticeship or job in the travel & tourism 
and hospitality industries.  As the Tourism industry makes 
a significant contribution to the local economy, this course 
is very relevant to our location.

What you will study:
This qualification includes three mandatory units and one 
optional unit covering the following content areas:

The World of Travel and Tourism – the travel and tourism 
industry in the UK is growing and is of major importance 
to the economy. Learners will develop the skills needed to 
examine, interpret and analyse a variety of statistics that 
measure the importance of tourism to the UK.

Global Destinations - learners will investigate the features 
and appeal of global destinations and the importance of 
the tourism industry moving towards sustainability to 
ensure future growth.

The Marketing of Travel & Tourism – learners will gain an 
understanding of the importance of marketing in selling 
an intangible product and how the tourist experience will 
differ from person to person.

Customer service – learners will explore and apply ways 
of managing internal and external customer experience to 
support organisational success and develop their customer 
service skills.

This course will appeal to students who: 
Have an interest in Tourism or Business or who may be 
considering careers in hospitality related sectors such as 
event planning.

Career Pathway
Any career within the travel and tourism or hospitality 
sector, working abroad or cruise ships. 

In addition to the travel and tourism sector-specific 
content, the requirements of the qualification will mean 
that learners develop transferable skills, which are highly 
regarded by higher education providers and employers. It 
will give learners transferable knowledge, understanding 
and broad skills such as communicating and presenting 
ideas.

The course carries UCAS points towards further studies at 
university level or progression onto apprenticeships within 
the travel industry.

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being accredited 
in the summer of the second year.

During this time, you will complete the four units identified, 
two of which will be assessed through external examination 
and the other two units being assessed through the 
completion of coursework assignment tasks.

Entry Requirements:
A GCSE Level 4 in Mathematics and English.  You do not 
need to have studied Travel and Tourism previously.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 
in Travel and Tourism
Pearson/Edexcel
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w

Sixth Form 
Foundation 
Year

At TCS6  students have the opportunity 
to study Level 2 courses to develop their 
GCSE portfolio aiding the transition to 
Post 16 education. This programme offers 
an opportunity to students who do not 
meet our minimum entry requirements 
for Level 3 programmes.

Students who would like to work towards 
skills and qualifications that enhance 
employability, and provide a bridge to 
further education or employment in a 
supportive and nurturing environment 
with small classes and a strong pastoral 
focus, are encouraged to consider this 
pathway.

Students may progress to a 3 year Sixth 
Form pathway if they are successful in 
their foundation year. 

At TCS6 we offer the below 
Level 2 courses:

•	 Hair and Barbering
•	 Esports 
•	 Public Services

GCSE English and  
GCSE Mathematics
All students who have not yet achieved a 
minimum grade 4 in Mathematics or English 
Language GCSE will attend a minimum of 
7 lessons a fortnight of each subject to 
prepare them for retake exams. Depending 
on a student’s prior attainment at GCSE, 
some students are given the option of 
studying a functional skills qualification in 
English and Mathematics.

Work Experience 
As part of the foundation year timetable, 
students are expected to take part in regular 
work experience. Work experience is a 
valuable part of a student's development  
and can help them in many ways; career 
exploration, skill development, confidence, 
gaining real world experience and by 
forming positive relationships with local 
employers. 

I am now in my third year, having completed a foundation year in Sports 
Leadership, and successfully achieving my GCSE grades for Mathematics and 
English. I’m in my second year of level 3 courses studying BTEC courses in 
Double Sport and Business. I’ve enjoyed playing Football in the Exeter City 
Development programme and have been lucky enough to do this alongside my 
studies. I hope now to progress to an apprenticeship next year.”

Noah, Foundation Year Student

“
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Overview of the Course:
BTEC Level 2 Diploma is aimed at learners interested in 
the opportunities presented by the fast growing Esports 
industry and its wider transferable business and digital 
media skills essential to the 21st century economy. The 
course acts as a one year introduction for further study 
in the sector at Level 3.  During the year you will look at 
Esports as an industry, develop and explore ideas for an 
Esports enterprise, examine digital media and organise an 
event. The course also provides opportunities to try your 
hand at events management, streaming, shout casting and 
games development.

What you will study:
Esports Games, Teams and Tournaments– Understanding 
how the UK and Global Esports industry is structured, the 
key teams and tournaments played.

Establishing an Esports organisation & 
Enterprise in Esports
You will investigate global organisations and the 
ways they use their brands to achieve their objectives 
worldwide. You will develop your own brand and 
merchandise, as well as establishing your very own 
Esports organisation.

Streaming for Esports
You will investigate streaming and the different skills and 
strategies that are used in Esports games. You will then 
go on to plan your own live-stream.

Plan an Esports even
In this unit you will investigate successful events and use 
this research to create a plan for an Esports event of your 
choice.

Health, wellbeing & fitness for Esports players
You will gain an appreciation of national benchmarks 
and indicators of good health. You will then be required 
to apply your knowledge and skills to assess your own 
health status and that of a chosen performer in the 
Esports industry. Using the information collected, you will 
then identify strategies to improve health, wellbeing and 
fitness. 

Facilities:
We have a dedicated Esports arena, utilising the latest 
pc’s and peripherals, an Xbox series X suite, virtual reality 
and other consoles including the Nintendo switch pro. You 
will have the opportunity to play in national competitions 
in Valorant, League of Legends, Rocket League, 
Overwatch 2, Fifa and Super Smash Brothers.

Career pathways:
This course acts as an introduction to Esports and as a 
possible route to further study at Level 3.

Assessment:
This course will last two years with grades being 
accredited in the summer of the second year.

During this time, you will build a portfolio of work that will 
be developed in response to different assignment tasks.

There is one externally assessed Synoptic assessment at 
the end of Year 12.

Entry Requirements:
None. 

This course will appeal to students who:
Have an interest in Esports, digital media, the practical 
element of streaming, business, event management or 
sport.

BTEC Level 2 Diploma 
in Esports
Pearson/Edexcel
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Overview of the Course:
The Pearson BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Preparation for 
Public Services is aimed at learners who have chosen to 
focus their learning and career development within the 
public services sector and who are looking for an engaging 
and stimulating qualification which will prepare them for 
successful performance in working life and progression 
by developing a range of essential skills, techniques and 
attitudes.

What you will study:
You will complete four units over one year, these are as 
follows:

Public Service Skills and Support for the 
Community 
In this unit you will investigate different public service skills 
and how they can be applied to different contexts within 
your local community. You will demonstrate and undertake 
tasks that showcase these skills, before reviewing your 
performance and having the opportunity enhance your 
skills.

(Internally assessed)

Employment in Uniformed Public Services 
In this unit you will investigate the roles and responsibilities 
of a range of uniformed public services, including 
emergency, armed and other services. 

(Internally assessed)

Activities and Teamwork for the Public Services 
In this unit you will learn the importance of leading a team 
well, investigating the different types of leadership and 
how they are used in the public services. You will learn the 
qualities needed to be a team member whilst developing 
leadership skills, having the opportunity to apply them to 
different activities.  

(Internally assessed)

Optional Unit 4
One other optional unit that is decided between the 
group.

Career Pathway
There is a wealth of excellent career opportunities in the 
Public Services. This qualification is a great underpinning 
of a wealth of different careers and offers all sorts of 
opportunities particularly to those who are unsure of 
their direction in the industry. BTEC Preparation in Public 
Services certificate gives an excellent grounding in skills 
required to progress to other level three courses. BTEC 
qualifications teach you to research, write assignments 
and evaluate, as well as improving your organisational 
skills. They are widely respected as practical as well as 
academic qualifications. 

Assessment:
The Course will last one year with grades being 
accredited in the summer.

During this time, you will complete the four units all 
of which will be evidenced through written work, 
presentations or practical application.

Entry Requirements:
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade 3 or above.

BTEC Level 2 Skills Preparation 
for Public Services
Pearson/Edexcel
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HB2D1 – Level 2 Diploma 
in Ladies Hairdressing
VTCT

Who is this qualification for? 
The VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Ladies Hairdressing is 
a Technical Certificate qualification aimed at learners 
aged 16-19 who require a full-time Level 2 education 
programme and wish to pursue a career as an employed 

and/or self-employed junior hairdresser/hairstylist.

What does this qualification cover? 
This qualification is based on the national occupational 
standards for hairdressing and includes all the required 
elements to work effectively as a junior hairdresser/
hairstylist. Learners must achieve all mandatory units 
which include: 

•	 Advise and consult with clients 

•	 Blow-dry and style hair 

•	 Colour and lighten hair 

•	 Cut ladies hair 

•	 Health, safety and hygiene 

•	 Set and dress hair 

•	 Shampoo, condition and treat the hair and scalp 

•	 Style hair with electrical equipment 

Throughout this qualification, learners will develop their 
knowledge and understanding of relevant anatomy 
and physiology. Learners will acquire knowledge of all 
relevant testing together with health, safety and legislation 
requirements necessary for a junior hairdresser/hairstylist. 
They will also develop the knowledge, understanding and 
skills to consult with clients, provide a range of basic cutting, 
colouring and lightening services. Alongside these are 
units to develop skills in setting, dressing, blow-drying and 
styling hair with electrical equipment. In parallel, learners 
will develop their communication and customer service 
skills, their awareness of environmental sustainability and 
their commercial skills, all of which are valued highly by 
employers. 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Learners who achieve this qualification are eligible to 
become a State Registered Hairdresser (SRH) with The 
Hairdressing Council. As a junior hairdresser/hairstylist, 
learners could progress directly into employment in a 
variety of contexts, which include: 

•	 commercial salons 

•	 independent/self-employed/mobile/home-based 
settings 

•	 armed services 

•	 cruise liners 

•	 hospitals/care homes 

How is this qualification delivered? 
This qualification is delivered in partnership with E-Training, 
a Torquay based academy/salon with over 20 years' 
experience in delivering hair and barbering qualifications 
at every level; working with colleges, employers and 
individuals to provide on-trend structured training.  
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Who is this qualification for? 
The VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Barbering is a Technical 
Certificate qualification aimed at learners aged 16-19 who 
require a full-time Level 2 education programme and wish 
to pursue a career as an employed and/or self-employed 

junior men's hairdresser/barber.

What does this qualification cover? 
This qualification is based on the national occupational 
standards for hairdressing/barbering and includes all the 
required elements to work effectively as a junior barber/
men's stylist. Learners must achieve all mandatory units 
which include: 

•	 Advise and consult with clients 

•	 Create basic outlines and detailing in hair 

•	 Clipper maintenance 

•	 Cut facial hair to shape using basic techniques 

•	 Cut men's hair using basic techniques 

•	 Dry and finish men's hair 

•	 Hair tonics 

•	 Health, safety and hygiene 

•	 Shampoo, condition and treat the hair and scalp 

Throughout this qualification, learners will develop their 
knowledge and understanding of relevant anatomy and 
physiology and health and safety. They will also develop 
the knowledge, understanding and skills to consult with 
clients, provide a range of cutting and barbering services 
specifically for men's hair, and creating basic shapes in 
hair. They will be able to understand the workings and 
maintenance of clippers. 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Learners who achieve this qualification are eligible to 
become a State Registered Barber (SRB) with The 
Hairdressing Council. As a junior men's hairdresser/barber, 
learners could progress directly into employment in a 
variety of contexts, which include: 

•	   commercial barber shops or salons 

•	 specialist African type barber shops/salons 

•	 independent/self-employed/mobile/home-based 
settings 

•	 armed services 

•	 cruise liners 

•	 hospitals/care homes 

How is this qualification delivered? 
This qualification is delivered in partnership with E-Training, 
a Torquay based academy/salon with over 20 years' 
experience in delivering hair and barbering qualifications 
at every level; working with colleges, employers and 
individuals to provide on-trend structured training.

HB2D2 – Level 2 Diploma 
in Barbering
VTCT
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Programme 
of Study 
Overview

Registration 

Our experienced and knowledgeable team of 
sixth form learning mentors provide pastoral and 
academic guidance.  Our tutor programme runs 
on a Monday to Thursday and includes group 
sessions focused around developing study skills 
and supporting next steps. On a Friday, learning 
mentors give one-to-one support to students 
where required.  Students are with their dedicated 
learning mentor for Year 12 and 13 which builds 
quality relationships and consistent support.

Subject lessons
You are required to study the equivalent of three 
subjects on our level three pathway. This can 
include A Levels or Applied General qualifications, 
or a combination of both. You will receive eight 
hours of classroom-based teaching per subject 
across a fortnight. Our subject teachers have 
a wealth of specialist subject knowledge and 
expertise. Our small class sizes allow for high 
quality teaching and personalised support to 
ensure every student achieves their potential.

Supervised study periods 
As part of the timetable, students have 10 hours 
of supervised study time across a fortnight to 
work independently on their home learning, 
super curricular activities and revision. These 
sessions are supported by a study supervisor  at 
the Sixth Form Centre.

Free Periods
 Free periods are opportunities for booking support 
meetings with staff, attending extra lessons 
based in subject areas, or for commitments off 
site. We recognise that our young adults need a 
healthy work -life balance and they are permitted 
with parental permission to leave site throughout 
the day.

Enrichment 
Students receive two hours of dedicated 
enrichment time across a fortnight. Enrichment  
is in addition to our programme of trips, visits 
and guest speakers. 

PSHE Lessons
All students receive one hour of PSHE across a 
fortnight. Sessions focus on preparing students 
with the skills, knowledge and social and cultural 
awareness they need to be successful learners 
and healthy and happy young adults. Areas of 
the curriculum include; Living independently, first 
aid, mental health, sexual health, addiction and 
preparation for next steps. 
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Personal Development
at TCS6

At TCS6 we believe that personal development opportunities are 
crucial in contributing to the future success and well-rounded 
growth of our students.  During this pivotal stage, students are 
not only preparing academically for higher education or career 
paths but they should also be developing essential life skills 
that will serve them in various aspects of their lives.

The personal development provision at TCS6 supports and 
challenges students to be confident, resilient and independent. 
It develops their strength of character and prepares them for 
life in modern Britain. It is rooted firmly in and reflects our vision 
to unlock the best version of our students by working hard and 
never giving up; being kind and caring for each other and 
joining in to develop and grow.

Furthermore, personal development opportunities provide a 
platform for students to explore their interests, discover their 
passions, and set meaningful goals, all of which contribute 
to a sense of purpose and fulfillment as they transition into 
adulthood.

At TCS6 our Personal Development provision is mapped 
around these key areas:

•	 Enrichment Programme
•	 PSHE lessons and Workshops
•	 Careers
•	 Leadership 
•	 Volunteering 
•	 Work Experience 
•	 Assemblies / Guest Speakers

Those in the Sixth Form benefit from a wide 
range of Personal Development Opportunities”
Ofsted 2024

“
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In the Sixth Form, students take part in the 
Enrichment Programme as part of their timetable 
of lessons. A lesson is dedicated to this every 
Wednesday afternoon, and students are provided 
with opportunities to choose from. Students 
may also wish to take up additional enrichment 
activities such as the Duke of Edinburgh and Ten 
Tors outside of this time.

Students select from activities every three 
weeks, and are encouraged to participate in each 
of the key strands of the enrichment programme 
throughout the year. 

•	 Volunteering 
•	 Leadership
•	 Healthy Lifestyles
•	 Employability
•	 Social 
•	 Academic Excellence

Autumn Term Example:

Volunteering Leadership Employability Life Skills Healthy 
Lifestyles Social

Coast watch Reading 
Buddies

Work 
Experience

Basic vehicle 
maintenance Fitness Winter Ball

Charity 
Project

Sixth Form 
Ambassadors

Preparing for 
the theory test Cooking Ice Skating 

Christmas Trip

Enrichment
Programme

54



Careers
Support

Tutorial Programme
Throughout Year 12 and 13 all students receive 
high quality careers and post-18 guidance, which 
is built into their programme of study.  Students 
are allocated an academic mentor who delivers 
a progressive tutorial programme centered 
around preparing students for their future goals, 
whatever that might be. The tutorial programme  
includes assemblies with guest speakers from 
external educational institutions and a vast 
number of  community links contribute to the 
exposure of options for our students. 

Careers Advice
We have a dedicated careers advisor who is based 
at the Sixth Form Centre each morning. We also 
work closely with Careers South West and our 
Careers Development Consultant is available to 
support students with their transition from level 
2 and 3. This can take the form of one-to-one 
meetings, which parents and students are invited 
to attend at key points in the Sixth Form journey. 
Our careers advisor also arranges events, such as 
our annual Careers and Apprenticeship weeks, 
in which students are exposed to many careers 
with external speakers and workshops arranged. 

Enrichment Programme
Year 12 students  take part in the employability 
phase of the Enrichment Programme. This 
involves attendance to engaging workshops 
which prepare students for interviews, writing 
letters of application and CV writing. The 
workshops conclude with formal mock interviews 
arranged for all students with outside employers 
matched to their career interests. 

Trips
Sixth Form students are given plentiful 
opportunities to attend trips to support them 
in deciding their Post 18 destination. Annually 
we attend the UCAS exhibition and National 
Apprenticeship fair. This falls ahead of the UCAS 
process to ensure students are knowledgeable 
of the range of opportunities available to them. 
Faculties attend subject masterclass events at 
The University of Exeter and The University 
of Plymouth to support academia delivered in 
lessons

Work Experience
All level 3 students complete a minimum of 5 
days work experience in a dedicated week during 
Year 12. Students are also encouraged to take 
opportunities around their study programme if 
time permits. Our Sixth Form academic mentors 
are there to support the  process of finding 
suitable and ambitious placements .

Financial Support
Students who meet the eligibility criteria will receive financial support through the Sixth Form 
bursary. The support provided to students will be personalised to meet their specific needs.

Students who are eligible for the bursary are encouraged to apply for free school meals. If you feel 
that you would be entitled to receive this financial support, we can provide one-to-one guidance 
on how to complete the application form. Students that are in receipt of a bursary may have their 
travel, study resources and meal allowance supported throughout their time in Sixth Form.
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Student
Life

This year I joined the 
student ambassador team 
and regularly support 
the school welfare staff 
team with pastoral and 
administrative tasks. I 
have learnt so much and 
really enjoyed working 
with younger students. It’s 
turning out to be a really 
valuable experience to take 
forward.”

Viktoria

“

Leadership 
At TCS6 we encourage our students to take 
on wider development opportunities such 
as student leadership. Many of our students 
take on leadership roles through our Student 
Ambassador programme. They have roles in 
the wider school community supporting and 
mentoring the lower years. Such experiences are 
essential when applying to Higher Education, 
apprenticeships and employment. 

Students also have the opportunity to be part of 
our Student Union, whole school student voice 
team and the Charity Committee.

Sixth Form students 
develop leadership skills 
through the charity 
committee and the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award. 
School productions and 
sporting competitions 
encourage pupils to 
develop their talents.”
Ofsted 2024

“
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Join Us

Internal Applications
If you are currently in Year 11 studying at Teignmouth Community 
School  you will receive support from your Progress Leader, Careers 
and the Sixth Form Leadership Team with your next steps. 

During Year 11 you will have a Sixth Form Taster Day giving you 
the opportunity to experience taster lessons in the courses we offer. 
Following this we have an Open Evening on Thursday 30th January. On 
this evening you can meet staff and current Sixth Form students to learn 
more about the courses on offer and Sixth Form life.

In February all Year 11 students will be invited to a  One-to-one  Futures 
Meeting in which you will fill out an online portal and destinations form 
indicating your intended 1st and 2nd choice institution and course 
choices for September entry.

IVY Education Trust
We welcome our Ivy Education Trust partner school students to join our 
Sixth Form. Following the completion of an application form, you will 
then be invited to attend a tour of our college site and have an informal 
conversation.

For Year 11 students at Dawlish College you will be invited to attend a 
Sixth Form Taster Day. This gives opportunity to tour the school and 
attend up to 4 taster lessons on the day.

External Applications
If you are considering applying externally, please fill out an application 
form that can be found on our website ,or by scanning the QR Code. 
We are happy to arrange tours and one-to-one meetings for students 
considering TCS6 as their Post 16 destination. We are based in a 
beautiful location in South Devon, come and see all we have to offer.

If you wish to apply 
to TCS6, internal and 
external application forms 
can also be accessed via 
the QR code. 
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01626 774091

TCS6
Exeter Road
Teignmouth

Devon
TQ14 9HZ

tcs6.co.uk


